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Open campus for upperclassmen only sensible plan 
Lately, we have heard a lot of STUDY HALL CON- library space after the new and third, we would be 
discussion, or to put it blunt- STRUCTED IN THE library is built, but this would taking away precious 
ly, griping and arguing over NEW ADDITION! not be large enough either. classroom space from 
study hall in general. Various 2) If you are willing to take In light of these facts, the Chorus, Film Study 
times as we walked down the more classes simply to "Where in the Riggs facilities and Mythology classes 
hallway or sat in class, we get out of sitting in the could approximately 735 or on the other hand, 
listened to "I heard," "Did study hall, why not take study hall students be from the Band students 
you hear?" or "Somebody told those same classes pure- placed?" We're not sure what (which would be the bet-
me,"followed by an inter- ly for the sake of your answer may be, but the ter, not best, of the two 
pretation of what happened at enriching your educa- only alternatives that came to rooms to use, since Band 
the school board meeting tion? our minds are: practice is held only dur-
April 10. After answering these 1) Situate three or four dif- ing the 1st period.) This 
. Se�eral version� of_ the sub- questions, take a loo� at _the ferent study halls in the set-up would also re-
Ject mclude the Jumors and current study hall s1tuat10n. present study hall, quire three or four study 
seniors. Some students have The room is nearly full each library, chorus or band hall supervisors and ad-
heard that both classes are to period of the day. The student room and balconies in ditional salary for these 
be put in study hall along with lounge could be eliminated the gym. This would be positions. 
the sophomores. Others can perhaps, but the larger room the closest to perfect 2) Relocate the study hall
somehow "see it in the still would not accommodate alternatives, but still or a portion of it in
clouds" that they will be sit- the total Riggs student body. contains a few bugs. another building, i.e., in
ting in the dreaded study hall We could go back to having First, we continually do the Rawlins or State
as soon as the new addition is a portion of the students in not come up with enough library (those being
finished. the balcony above the gym seating capacity, second, about  the c losest

These "facts" result in floor, but this is not an ex- as we said before, the possibilities to the
some threats and second �ellent study hall surrou_nd- balconies are i_iot ex- school) with the permis-
thoughts, "If that's the case, mg. Another alternative cellent surroundmgs for sion of the library direc-
then I'd put $10 on it that the would be to use the present a study hall atmosphere, tor. This also submits
addition doesn't get finished." 

School Board shocks Sophs problems with tardiness,
or "I wish I would have which may be one reason
known that before I made out Most Sophomores, in fact few years a parents' study why the student is theremy schedule for next year, I the whole student body, showed that most of them in the first place.would have taken more were more than surprised wanted the Sophomores in 3) Continue with the pre-classes." when the school board re- studyhall. sent study hall set-up,

Let us place a few ques- jected open campus for The majority of  putting only sophomores
tions, merely for thought. Sophomores. Sophomores have tried to into the lunchroom.

1) Since the new addition is Our class didn't take assume responsibility for Now, after considering being built to expand open campus for granted, their school work and these ideas and maybe a few 
the library and science we just felt that, as a behavior this past year, of your own, "What do you 
departments, how will whole, we deserved and looking forward to open propose?" If your mind runs 
its being finished affect had worked for it all year. campus this spring. It's a on the same track as ours, you the study hall situation? Prompting the school big disappointment that we came up with good ole' THERE WILL BE NO board's decision was their weren't given the chance to number three. We may have a 
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would aid in our "maturing that we can handle open minds, leaving the situation 
process." They also used campus. Jill Powell as is seems to be the only sen-
the excuse that in the past Michelle Schneider sible plan. Brenda Sherrill
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crew shows temperament to parents 
TO THE CAST AND CREW 

OF "OKLAHOMA:" 

It is true what they say 
about the temperament of an 
actor. 

Was your storming out of 
the gym the Saturday of 
theParent-Senior party really 
as effective as you wanted it 
to be? Perhaps you were a bit 
hasty in your decision to lock 
up everything in sight. Your 
justification was that you had 
planned and worked for two 
'months on the production, the 
set and tools were yours and 
if you couldn't work, they 
couldn't use any of it. 

You failed to reaize that the 
parents of the Seniors had 
planned the party for two 
months also. You also failed to 
realize that the public which 
upset you is the paying public 
who will attend your produc
tion. This public pays taxes 
and admission fees just like 
anyone else. The monies go to 
the school board which in turn 
appropriates money to the 
Drama Department. Meager 
as this sum may seem,without 
it, there would be no funds for 
a production as large as 
"OKLAHOMA." I am afraid 
you were "biting off the hand 
that feeds you." 

Seniors, were your tee
shirts that read "OKLA
HOMA" at the Parent-Senior 
party as clear a demonstra
tion as you thought they 
would be? No one knew that 
you were protesting. Next 
time, why not hold a protest 
demonstration outside to get 
your point across? You didn't 
like the way they treated you, 
but you were willing to go to 
their party for the freebies. 

I am one crew member 
deeply disappointed in the 
"OKLAHOMA" staff, and one 
Thespian ashamed of the 
theater's' sportsmanship' -
displayed. Pat Butler
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American Legion mythical 51st state prepares future· citizens 

Riggs High Boys Staters and alternates for 1978 are from the left: front row, Tim Smith, 
Lonny Dossman, Troy Jones, Tim Stocking, Todd Thompson; back row, Joe Linn, Tim Flan
nery, Todd Schutzle, Scott Gullickson, Jim Ness and Barry Johnson. ISchuler photo) 

-

Pottratz chosen as 

Girls StateJournalist 

Ruth Pottratz has been 
named to the 1978 Journalism 
City and will be one of the 
girls representing Riggs High 
at Girls State, on the campus 
of DWU, Mitchell, May 28 to 
June 3. 

She will be one of 14 girls 
who will publish the daily 
"Sacajawea Scroll" during the 
week-long event. 

Girls Staters who will be heading to Mitchell May 28 for a 
week of mock government activity are from the left: Beckie 
Webber, Jan Cavanaugh, alternate, Suzie Solem, Leesa 
Sivage, Stephanie Sommer, Kathy Adam, alternate. fSchuler 
photo) 

She is sponsored by the 
Pierre American Legion Aux
iliary. 

Music Dept. wins honors at Mobridge 

One hundred and twenty
nine music  students 
represented Riggs High 
School at the annual Region 
VI Large Group Music Con
test in Mobridge April 12. 

Performances were given 
by five groups from Riggs in
cluding Band and Stage Band 
under the direction of Mr. 
Paul Upsahl, and Mixed 

Chorus, Girls Glee Club and 
Swing Choir under the direc
tion of Mrs. Jeanne Dahlin. 

Ratings were given by three 
judges and averaged for the 

the final scores in each divi- ■ 
sion. Pierre's entries were 
rated excellent (number 1) in 
Mixed Chorus, Girls Glee 
Club, Band and Stage Band. 
They received a good (number 
2) rating in Swing Choir.

Musicians from about 20
schools took part· in the con
test in four divisions, classes 
AA, A, B, and C, according to 
school enrollment. 

Ruth Pottratz will be one of 
the Journalists at Girls State 
this spring. 

The American Legion Boys 
and Girls Staters have a two
fold purpose. 

First, to help the govern
ment system of America and 
the rights and responsibilities 
of citizenship. And, to give a 
better knowledge of the fun
damental  principles of  
government within South 
Dakota. 

Establ is hment of  a 
mythical 51st state made up 
of counties and cities gives 
the staters actual experience 
in operating and controlling 
these counties. The citizens 
are assigned into one of two 
mythical political parties and 
then reside in a certain city 
and county. Officers are 
elected and appointive offices 
are filled. 

The 10 boys, four girls, and 
alternates chosen from 
Pierre, have to meet several 
qualifications. They must be 

16, have finished their junior 
year, be in the upper one
third of their class, and com
plete the "Statement of In
terests  in  attending 
American Legion Boys and 
Girls State of South Dakota." 

Press Women 
commend 
Riggs writers 

Three "Governor" staff 
members won honors in the 
South Dakota Press Women's 
Communication contest this 
spring. 

Shelley Jones placed third 
out of 22 entries in the news 
writing division for her story 

on the Teacher-Of-The-Year, 
Miss Pickering. The story 
was printed in the February 
issue of the "Governor." 

Ruth Pottratz and Carrie 
Burke were awarded 
honorable mentions in this 
same category. Ruth's story 
was an interview with 
Creighton Miller on traffic 
safety published in the 

January fssue·, and Carrie's 
story was about Girls' 
Athletics and the State Ac
tivities Association which 
also appeared in the January 
issue. 
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Candy Neilan asks "You're all out of punch?" at the Junior
Senior prom held at Riggs Auditorium April 15, as Lynn 
Bonrud and Lori Ackerman are totally engrossed in a good
looking guy at the far end of the gym. 

Senior secrets revealed at Mexican Fiesta 

The "South of the Border" 
fiesta for the seniors got 
under way at the Riggs gym 
at 8:00 p.m. Saturday. 

The 1978 version of .the an
nual Parent-Senior party 
featured a casino, a cantina, 
an artist, a fortune teller, lots 
of icecream, a photography 
booth and live entertainment. 

Parents of seniors perform
ed difficult dance routines, 
sang original songs, imper-

sonated famous entertainers 
and dramatized the World of 
Sports at Riggs. Clyde, the 
clairvoyant, revealed secrets 
about some of the senior's 
social activities of the past 
few months. 

A live band added to the 
entertainment. The floor 
shook when about 100 parents 
and seniors lined up to dance 
the bunny hop. 

Welsh-known poet introduces his writings 
Wales is known for Richard 

Burton, Tom Jones, Dylan 
Thomas and Tony Curtis. 
Even though Tony Curtis 
isn't the most well-known ar
tist, students of the Riggs 
poetry, creative writing and 
women in lit classes were 
entertained by his unique 
writings last week. 

According to this young 
writer, "You write because 
you want to be better than 
someone else. You read other 
poets works and you feel that 
you could have done it 
better." Curtis also advised 
the creative writing class that 
you can use another author's 
style as long as you put part 
of yourself into the writing. 

As the students listened to 
him read with a distinct 
Welch brogue, they learned 
many valuable lessons in 
writing. For instance, it takes 
lots of time to write a poem 
and many times you have to 
rewrite it. The students also 

learned that being a writer 
isn't all glamour and excite
ment. The students learned 
that Tony is an ordinary guy 
who teaches Literature and 
Creative Writing at the 
Polytechnical University of 
Whales, and also spends most 
of his time with friends and 
family who give him ideas for 
his poems. 

Most students felt that the 
best part of his poems and 
stories were the way he put 
his feelings and ideas into 
words which make the reader 
identify with his thoughts. 

He left students with the 
feeling that they really know 
what modern poetry is about. 

Curtis was one of five 
Rotarians who were visiting 
in the Pierre area for three 
days on an exchange pro
gram. He graciously con
sented to take a half a day 
from his scheduled activities 
to visit with the English 
classes at Riggs. 

RIGGS HIGH SCHOOL GOVERNOR 

Carrie Burke and Perry Trautner help set the mood for the 
theme of the Junior-Senior Prom, "Come Sail A way. " 

Welch poet, Tony Curtis, English department guest lec
turer, recites some of his own poetry. 
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Tracksters aching muscles due to bad weather 
r 

\ 

This spring's track season 
' 

is underway and conditioning 
for this year has been as 
tough as possible considering 
the unpredictable weather. 
However, the bad weather 
hasn't kept the moans and 
groans of athletes with aching 
muscles from filling the 
locker room. 

Al l  the  hard work 
culminated into a strong 
showing in Pierre's first meet 
on April 4. They soundly 
defeated Redfield on a good 
team effort 118-48. 

In their second meet on 
April 11, the Gov's traveled to 
face Huron, who is one of 
South Dakota's strongest 

teams. Huron's depth and 
speed accounted for a 89-56 
defeat of the Governors. 

Since then, Pierre has had 
to battle more bad weather 
and cancellations. If all goes 
well, the Governor's next 

meet will be here at home 
hosting Winner and Mission 
in a triangular on the 27th. 

The leading efforts for this 

year's young team will prob
ably come from the long
distance men. Contributing to 
their success will be Keith 
McGruder, Damon Hartmann, 
Darrell Hartmann, Troy 
Hutchings, Jerry Whipple 
and Tony Hilmer. 

Sprints will be led by Perry 
Trautner, Jeff Parker, Ron 
Wagner, Brett Sampson, 
Keith Hart, Dave Michael and 
Joe Linn. 

Hurdles will be led by Bob 
Tinker, Kurt Kneip and Wade 
Buechler. 

The field event men are 
young and strong, but inex
perienced. In the shot and 
discus are Todd Schuetzle, 
Dave Lingle and Dave Victor. 

In the high jump, Blake 
Thomas and Bob Tinker are 
expected to score well. 

The pole vault will be led 
by Tim Rounds and Joe . 
Creager. 

Blake Thomas and Curt 
Kuehl are expected to 

0

do well 
in the long jump, with Kuehl 
doubling in the triple jump. 

Linksters lose weather battle 

Junior Joe Creager uses muscular skill and finesse as he clears 
the pole vault bar in the Redfield meet April 6. 

Riders compete with spring fever 
In addition to their own 

rodeo, the team will be 
attending many other local 
practice rodeos in prepara
tion for the regional rodeo at 
Eagle Butte on June 2-4. The 
top four placers in each event 
will then qualify for the state 
championships in New Under
wood at the end of June. The 
national High School Rodeo 
will be in Huron, the first 
week in August. 

Officers of this year's 
Rodeo Club are Shane 
Cowan -president ,  L isa  
Etzkorn -vice-president,  
Jackie Hageman - secretary, 
Kim Cowan-treasurer, and 
Steve Diez and Suzi Solem
reporters. 

Along with the arrival of 
spring comes the beginning of 
the rodeo season. 

The Rodeo club has been 
holding weekly meetings to 
finalize the organization of 
their sanctioned practice 
rodeo to be held May 7 at the 
Canning Hidden Bowl Arena. 
Riders from eight area 
schools will be competing in 
seven events for boys and five 
events for the girls. The stock 
will be furnished by Korkow 
Rodeos. 

The Pierre team will be 
defending their team cham
pionship for the trophy that is 
given to the school placing the 
most contestants in the top 
four places. 

"All the girls have seen this 
season is rain and mud," com
plained coach Mike Engels 
about the weather, "It's as if 
the linksters weren't meant 
to play this season, but we're 
going to fight it." 

That quote about wraps it 
up for the Lady Govs golf 
team this season as they have 
yet to even qualify for a 
match because they've only 
been on the course less than a 
half-a-dozen times this season. 

The course is in good shape, 
only it's about an inch deep in 
water which makes it tough 
for iron shots." stated a 
discouraged Engels. 

The members of this year's 
team are very young but have 
some good experience with 
returning Juniors Cathy and 
Connie Bohn, Lynn Bonrud, 
Lisa Brinkman, Susan Larson, 
Lynette Kane and Lori 
Badger. Sophomores out for 
the team are Carin Doyle, 

Tara Hazeltine and Nancy 
Thelen. 

Carin Doyle is returning 
this year after placing 12th at 
the state tournament last 
year as a ninth grader, and 
she should improve her posi
tion this year, weather per
mitting, of course. 

"Carin has been trying to 
groove her swing and get con
sistancy in her 18 hole qualify
ing score," Engels told this 
reporter, "but she still isn't at 
her playing par." 

Two matches have been 
cancelled so far this season 
for the Lady Govs. One at 
Aberdeen and one at Winner 
that is supposed to be 
rescheduled when the Winner 

course is playable. Other 
matches to be played this 
season are tournaments in 
Rapid City and Watertown, 
April 27 and May 5 respec
tively. The only home match 
this year is the Pierre Invita
tional on May 11. 




